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In the last Newsletter Professor Marshall reported on the Scho 

to Egypt and on the Christmas festivities at Bethlened and Foruneane 
But this is a land of many Christmases and there were more festivi- 
ties to come. On January 6th most members of the School went down to 
Bethlehem to witness the entry of the Greek Orthodex Patriarch into 
the Church of the Nativity and to take pictures of this colorful 
event. But by the time the Armenian Christmas arrived about two 
weeks later, enthusiasm for Christmas was at a low ebb and only the 
Oxtobys attended the service in Bethlehem. They reported only about 
one hundred people present. 


It is a common belief among the people of Palestine that the entry of 
the Greek Orthodox Patriarch into the Church at Christmas is followed 
by rain. They say that it may be bright and sunny when he goes into 
the church but it is frequently raining when he leaves, Prayers for 
rain are, of course, a part of the service. The greater efficacy of 
the Greek prayers is said to be due to the fact that the Latins, who 
came later, "changed things". They evidently "do not know the law of 
the god of the land." At any rate, believe it or not, after a very 
ary fall, so dry that animals were dying of thirst, and water was 
selling in Bethlehem for five piastres a tin, the day after the entry 
of the Greek Patriarch the rains began, and since then there have 
been few days without rain. Once again the Greek clergy have dem- 
onstrated to the simple-minded that they have the “know how." 


The first, and also one of the most memorable, field trips of the 
spring term was to ancient Jericho where we had the privilege of be- 
ing conducted over the site by the excavator herself, Kathleen Ken- 
yon. For two hours she "gave us the works." This spring she is mak- 
ing a tour of the United States and Canada as Norton Lecturer of the 
American Institute of Archaeology, and I hope that many of you will 
take the opportunity to hear her. 


ith our heads still full of descriptions of strata, historic and 
prehistoric, we proceedéd on to en-Nitla, 3 kms. east of Jericho, to 
see the Byzantine church excavated by Dr. Kelso in 1950. Apart from 4 
few scattered tesserae little evidence of the church remains, but 4 
reservoir nearby provided a quiet spot at which to have our lunche 
Afterwards we drove to the site of Roman Jericho, Tulul Abu'l 
'Alayiq, where Dr. Kelso and Baramki dug in 1949-50 and where Dr. 
Pritchard and I dug in 1951. It was distressing to see how the 
splendid wall of opus reticulatum with fifty niches built into the 
side of the wadi is being engulfed in ruin by natural forces. Only 
two or three of the niches preserve their original shape. Fortu- 
nately the Annual of the Schools preserves a permanent record of what 
these structures looked like when they were first uncovered by the 
spade of the excavator. 





Our next field trip, on January 16th, was to Pella where Professors 
Richardson and Funk dug last spring. Je drove to Shuneh and then 
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turned north along the asphalt road which , 
of the Jordan Valley. ch now runs up the east side 


Not far beyond the spot where the road to the 
Damieh bridge branches off, there is a group of dolmens on the ridge 
to the right and these we Stopped to inspect. They have been de- 


scribed and illustrated by Nelson Glueck in the fourth volume of his 
Explorations in Eastern Palestine 


pp. 356ff., where he dates them 
to the fifth or sixth millenium B.C. Down below on the flat plain we 
discerned the outlines of at least three stone circles. On closer 


inspection one of them proved to be a circular walk(?) almost a 
metre wide, paved with stones, the outer edge of the walk being bor- 
dered by stones set up on end. The diameter of the circle would be 
about thirty feet. The monument appeared to have been excavated but 
I can find no record of who did it. While studying these pre-Bibli- 
cal remains, our attention was caught by some characters that were 
definitely Biblical, namely some locusts. They were of the reddish 
variety. One specimen which we brought home as a souvenir for the 
Marshall children was said by them to measure three and one-eighth 
inches in length. Locusts have given a bit of trouble in several 


areas this yéar, but fortunately they have not been as bad as in the 
days of Joel. 
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We were unable to visit the large tells visible on the left in the 
direction of the Jordan, but we did stop and climb the striking 
mound of Tell Deir'alla which is right beside the road. It is be- 
lieved to mark the site of ancient Succoth where Jacob stopped on his 
return to Canaan (Gen, 33:17). The excavation of the mound is to be 


undertaken next fall by a Dutch group. By the time we reached the 
spot where the road to Pella turns off the main highway, it had 
Started to rain. Not dering to take the cars off the asphalt, we 
contented ourselves with having lunch in an Arab coffee shop beside 
the road and then headed for home. On the way back we took a differ- 
ent route, crossing the Damieh bridge and then heading up the Wadi 
Fara to Nablus. Not fer from the Damieh bridge Diana Kirkbride, who 
was with us, pointed out a Chalcolithic site, so we all got out to 
hunt for sherds to add to our individual collections. 


A third interesting trip was to Ain Fara, the source of Jerusalem's 
weter=supply. This trip was at the invitation of the Mayor of Jer- 
usalem, Rouhi el-Khetib, and under his personal direction - an hon- 
our which we much appreciated. On the way he took us to see the new 
electrical generating plant that is in course of construction, and 
two pumping stations, At the spring itself there is another pumping 
station, the three pumps having the task of raising the water some 
500 metres, if I remember correctly. Mr. Jamil Nasir, head of the 
Waterworks Department, who also accompanied us, says that the spring 
is unaffected by local rainfall or lack of it. It is his personal 
opinion that its source lies somewhere in the Lebanon. The spring 
is located at the bottom of a narrow, rocky gorges, a most picturesqus 
spot. Perched high up on one side of the gorge is a Greek monas- 
tery, hugging the side of the cliff. Only one monk is said to be 
there now, and he only occasionally. On the way back from Ain Fare 
one carload stopped at Anate (Anathoth) to photograph some of Jere- 
miahts almond trees which were in bloom (of. Jer. 1:11f.) 
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A new member of our School group this term is Dr. Flemming Hvidber 
of Copenhagen, professor of 01d Testament and former Minister of Ed- 


ucation in the Danish Government. ‘Ve are delighted and honored to” 
have him with us, 


Our Honorary Lecturer, ProfeSsor Kuyper, left on February 9th for a 
brief visit to Israel and then on to the Netherlands where he has 
been invited to give some lectures. iJe were all extremely sorry to 
see him go. His fund of jokes and stories had helped to maintain our 
morale, while his lessons in:the gentle art of playing bridge had 
helped to fill in many an otherwise dull evening. Two public lect- 
ures which he gave at the School were much appreciated. The first, 
given on the evening of December 26, was on "The Reformation of the 
Church in the 01d Testament"; the second, given on January 30, was on 
"High Places, with special reference to the Great High Place at 
Petra." As a mark of the esteem in which he was held, both inside 
and outside the School, on the evening before his departure a Beduin 
sheikh suddenly appeared and asked to see him. From a large jar he 
produced a newly discovered Dead 86a scroll which he offered Dr. kuy-= 
per - for a price. The sheikh turned out to be Father Leahy and the 


scroll was, I fear, a forgery by Will Oxtoby and other members of the 
Schoole 


Another loss suffered by the School at the same time was the depart- 
ure of lirs. Hepner, Mrs. Marshall's mother, who had been at the 
School for the past three months and had endeared herself to all. 


The day that Dr. Kuyper and Mrs. Hepner left, some of us (namely, the 
Ylinnetts, Professor Marshall, the Oxtobys and Bob Smith) left for an 
excursion in Transjordan. After devoting the morning to business in 
Amman, we drove in the afternoon to Madeba to see the famous mosaic 
map, Which has been so well described in a recent number of the Bib- 
lical Archaeologist by a former Fellow of the School, Victor Gold. At 
Madeba we turned north-west and drove to Mt. Nebo. There was less 
haze than usual in the Jordan Valley and we had an excellent view 
from our lofty perch. After inspecting the ruins and the local muse- 
um, we headed for Hisban (Heshbon), stopping on the way at Kufeir 
(Ikfeir), a Roman-Byzantine-mediesval Arab site, and possibly Early 
Bronze as well, to judge from some sherds found by Bob Smith. The 
tell of Heshbon, capital of the Amorite king Sihon, a contemporary of 
Moses, is very impressive and it is a wonder that someone has not ex- 
cavated it. Of course, one might make the same remark about a great 
many sites in Transjordan which is still largely virgin territory, 
archasologically speaking. One is impressed again and again by the 
great amount of work that still remains to be done. The great days 
of Palestinian and Transjordanian archaeology lie in the future, not 
in the past. On the way back to Amman we made one more stop, at el- 
’Al, to see the remains of the greet Moabite-Nabataean fortress there. 





We stayed overnight at the Continental Hotel which proved to be very 
satisfactory indeed. The following day we drove south to Dhiban 
where Pritchard, Baramki and I began excavating eight years ago and 
where Reed, Tushingham and liorton have labored since. I am still 
convinced that there is "gold" in the form of Moabite inscriptions"in 
that thar hill." 
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After eating sur lunch in a sheltered Spot on the west side of the 
mound = for the wind was cold = we drove to Aratir (Aroer) "on the 
heights of the Arnon." What a breath-taking view it has! ‘Way down 
below at the bottom of the wedi is the ford (now a bridge) on which 
the Aroerites could keep a watchful eye. Proceeding sastward we came 
to Jumayil (Jemeil), possibly the Beth-Gamul of Jer. 48:23, whose 
male inhabitants turned out en masse to welcome us and to escort us 
over the ruins. Glueck reports that when he visited the site in 1933 
only two families were living there, Today there are many more for 
our welcoming party consisted of at least thirty men. This was only 
one of many indications of the changes and developments which have 
been taking place in Transjordan in recent years. The region around 
Jemeil which Glueck described as "an abandoned waste land’ is now 
under cultivation. Four kilometres to the north-east we came to the 
welled Byzantine town of Umm er-Rasas but it is deserted except for 

a few families living outside the walls. An Arab soldier there ask- 
ed us if we would like to see some "Jewish" tombs nearby. We said 

we would. So he took us to a spot about half a kilometre northwest 
of the wall where the surface of the ground was pitted with depress- 
ions and where there were a number of tombs leading down into the 
tombs. One into which some of us descended had three arches sup- 
porting the roof. This area was manifestly the burial ground of the 
Byzantine town. Some of the tombs may still be intact. It was derk 
before we got back to the highway but we reached it without difficul- 


ty and were back in Amman in time to enjoy a good warm dinner at the 
hotel. 


The following morning Mr. Abidi, Inspector of Antiquities for East 
Jorden, very kindly took us to see some of the circular, Ammonite, 
Iron Age towers (the so-called rujm malfuf, "cabbage mounds’) on the 
Wadi Sir road leading out from Amman. Just beyond the largest of 
these “cabbages" is a great complex of walls. It is an area which 
cries aloud for excavation. Farther on we came to the Roman mauso- 
leum known as Qusayr an-Nuwayjis, which is of interest because it 1S 
one of the three earliest surviving examples of a dome set on spher-~- 
ical-triangle pendentives. It dates from the late second century 
A.D. From here we drove to Suweilih to see Tell Safut and the large 
Roman tomb opposite it. On returning to ‘Amman lr. Abidi showed us 
some finds which had been made the day before in a hiiddle Bronze 
tomb discovered just outside the door of the museum! - a bronze dag- 
ger and battle axe and a bowl which seems modelled on a metallic 
prototype. ‘hile we were there, workmen were busy digging into an- 
other tomb and we heard later that it had yielded similar remains. 





We were fortunate in having good weather for our Transjordanian 
trin, as it has been quite wet and cold since. In fact, one night 
we had frost and in the morning there was ice on the pools of water, 
In spite of the cold, violets and cyclamen are blooming in the gar- 
den and one calla lily is also in flower, The hills between Jerusa- 
lem and Jericho, which are usually so dry and barren, looked quite 
green two days ago, especially on their northern slopes. It was a 
relief to see the sheep and goats grazing on something visible. 
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The field trips mentioned above are not the only ones wh 

been made by members of the School. There nave’ been Peco 
which, for one reason or another, I have not been able to participate 
and which I can therefore only mention, not describe. One such was 

a trip to Herodium and Tekoa the following day. Through the kindness 
of Dr. Christiansen of the Lutheran World Federation and of Pastor 
Shihadeh (Lutheran) of Bethlehem it was arranged that on this second 
trip the group should be entertained by Sheikh Abu Salim of the Ta'- 
emireh of Dead Sea Scroll fame. On February 13 Peter Parr of the 
British School drove some members of the American School to Mar Saba 
and the Buqe'’ah,. 


A most interesting trip, but nearer home, was made about two weeks 
ago to the Dome of the Rock which is undergoing extensive repairs. We 
were fortunate in meeting there Pere de Vaux, Mr, Joseph Saad, and 
the Igyptian engineer in charge of the work. The floor had all been 
torn up and removed, and concrete had been poured around the bases of 
the columns to strengthen them. What impressed us most was the ap- 
pearance of the famous Rock, deprived for the time being of its en- 
compasSing railing. It stood exposed to a height of five feet above 
the ground. The sides showed evidence of having been scarped at some 
time in order to give the Rock a circular outline. On the north side 
there is a small remp leading up at right angle to a cleft in the 
side of the Rock. A channel leads from below this cleft to the out- 
side of the building. Recent visitors to the Rock are having a view 
of it which has not been available for centuries. The taking of 
pictures is prohibited but the Department of Antiquities is seeking 
to ensure that adequate records are being kept. It is to be hoped 
that some day they may be made available to the scholarly world. The 
common view is that the Rock marks the site of the Great Altar of 
Sacrifice in the court of the Jewish temple, but Pere de Vaux is of 
the opinion that it marks the site of the "Holy of Holies." 


Some of you will be interested to learn that the Dominicans have 
sold their jebel ("mountain") and that it is in process of being re- 
moved, truckload by truckload. I understand that stores are to be 
erected on the site. The large house on the south-east corner of 
the School lot has also been sold and is to be torn down and re- 
placed by a modern two-story building with stores. Opposite Herod's 
Gate, on the corner south of the postoffice, another new building is 
going up which will house the Ottoman Bank, among other things. Thus 
the face of Jerusalem is changing, 


Hanna Atalla, whose name will be familiar to many former residents 
at the School, died very suddenly on february llth. i/e were all ab- 
sent in Amman at the time and unable to attend the funeral, but my 
wife and I called on the family the next day. You will also be dis- 
tressed to learn that Dr. Canaan fell recently and broke his leg and 
is confined to hospital (the Augusta Victoria) for three months. ly 
wife and I took him a box of candy on behalf of the School but I am 
sure that his many friends will wish to send him a personal note 


of cheer. 


Among visitors at the School in recent weeks have been Dr. Louis He 
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Benes, Editor of the Church Herald, Grand Rapids, Mich., Mr. Robert 


Elliott of the Canadian Embassy, Beirut, William G. Froelich of St. 
Louis, Mo., and Mr. and lirs, Alvah Miller, Mr. Miller was formerly 
secretary of the “"Y" in Jerusalem, 


On January 24th the School staff entertained at dinner in the Direct- 
or's House U.S. Consul General and lirs. Franklin, Mayor and Mrs. 
Rouhi el-Khatib, and Mr. Joseph Saad. On february 14th our guests 
were U.S. Consul and Mrs. Andrew Killgore. A less distinguished, but 
more notorious, guest at luncheon recently was Kahin Amram, head 
priest of the Samaritan community, who brought along his usual pile 
of pamphlets for sale. However, most felt that it was worth a few 


piastres to have the opportunity of having their pictures taken with 
this celebrated personality. 


On the evening of February 7th lirs, Every, the wife of Canon Every 

of St. George's, gave us a talk on "Social w/ork in Jordan.:' She her- 
self spent over ten years in social work in the village of Fahais and 
knows whereof she speaks. There was a good attendance, a good dis- 
cussion, and good refreshments at the close. 


Our regular lecture program comes to an end next Monday, since on Wed- 
nesday (Feb.25) Professor liarshall is leaving with a School group on 

@ field trip to Syria, Lebanon, and southern Turkey. This trip is us- 
ually made in the autumn but, owing to the disturbed political situa- 
tion last autumn, it had to be postvoned until now. The party will 
consist of Professor l-arshall, Fathers Brown and Leahy, the Oxtobys 
and Bob Smith. They expect to be gone nearly three weeks, I shall 
stay behind to prepare for another expedition which is in the offing. 


Fed. 20 = I hate to end this letter on a sad note but our guest, Dr. 
Kvidberg, died of a heart attack this morning. ‘@ are now awaiting 
instructions from Denmark regarding the disvosal of the bodye Dr. 
Hvidberg was a noted Biblical scholar but was, perhaps, not well 
known outside Denmark because most of his writings were in Danish.One 
of his works was a book on the Damascus Document, published in 1928, 
Eis scholarly labors were interrupted by his entry into politics. For 
fifteen years he served as a member of Parliament, part of that time™ 
as Minister of Education. Anxious to resume scholarly work, he came 
to Jerusalem to study in quiet, away from the distractions of the po- 
litical scene. During his short stay with us his democratic attitude 
and his lively sense of humor had won for him a very real place in 


our affections. It will take the School some time to recover from 
this blowe 


Fred V. Winnett, Director 


Jerusalem School 





